VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF SURVEYORS

Appalachian Trail

Crossing the Commonwealth

2005


The Virginia Association of Surveyors Appalachian Trail Crossing the Commonwealth 2005 is a proposed fundraising project with the purpose of raising money for the Virginia Association of Surveyors Education Supplement Fund.  


The Appalachian Trail spans the Commonwealth of Virginia by way of a well-maintained footpath trail totaling approximately 550 miles in length.  The trail enters the northern portion of the Commonwealth of Virginia at Loudoun County and extends southwesterly crossing approximately 25 Virginia counties leaving the Commonwealth of Virginia at the North Carolina border in Washington County, Virginia.


It is the intent of this fundraiser to have Virginia surveyors hike specified segments of the 550-mile trail across Virginia.  Local VAS Chapters would obtain sponsorship paid in dollars-per-mile hiked to raise money for the Education Supplement Fund.  It would be proposed to delineate ten approximate 55-mile segments along the length of the trail and ask respective VAS Chapters to sponsor one segment of the hike.  Each Chapter would coordinate the hike of its 55-mile segment in an effort to complete the entire hike prior to December of 2005.  The hike process would begin in Loudoun County, Virginia in May of 2005.  Surveyors will be encouraged to obtain sponsors and schedule available times that they can participate in the hike.  

It has been suggested that a designated surveyor’s compass be carried along the trail, passed from surveyor to surveyor, and thereby, through a coordinated effort, the surveyor’s compass will be brought to the end point in Washington County, Virginia during the fall of 2005.  The Appalachian Trail Virginia surveyor’s compass would be placed on auction at the 2006 VAS Convention held in Richmond on January 19-21, 2006.  This land surveyor’s compass will be carefully inscribed to designate the efforts of surveyors across the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The surveyor’s compass, which still carries the symbol for direction of the land surveyor, will also be a symbol of the first crossing of the Commonwealth by the Virginia Association of Surveyors.

The benefits of this effort in obtaining sponsors who can contribute dollar amounts per mile would have a goal of earning $5,000.00 toward the education for the profession of our young surveyors.  This Appalachian Trail hike will also bring together surveyors across the Commonwealth in completing a physical challenge and overcome the difficulties of detailed planning and coordination in a unified effort to complete the 550-mile hike.  In order for this proposed fundraiser to work effectively, it will require the efforts of all of the VAS Chapters and its members, family and friends to muster the energy to complete this challenge.  We look forward to the support of the VAS Board and its Chapters to begin the planning for Crossing the Commonwealth 2005.
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