Fellow VAS members,

     At the Board of Directors meeting in Alexandria on April 9th, a motion was passed to initiate the VAS “Appalachian Trail Crossing 2005” fundraising project with the purpose of raising money for the VAS Education Supplement Fund. 
    It is the intent of this fundraiser to have Virginia surveyors hike specified segments of the 550 mile trail within the next six months.  Each chapter has been assigned an approximate 50 mile portion of the Appalachian Trail to be completed by November of this year. The chapters assigned to hike the trail from south to north are: Appalachian, Western, Southern, Central, Rappahannock, Tidewater/Peninsula, Monticello, Shenandoah, Mt. Vernon, and Bull Run.
     An engraved brass surveyor’s compass for each chapter will be carried on the trail by that chapter during the hike.  The individual chapters will be tasked to break their 50 mile legs into smaller hikes and plan the logistics in order to schedule their members for day hikes or whatever is necessary.  We will be attending chapter meetings within the next 2 months to present this program to the members and to distribute trail maps and the chapter engraved compasses for the successful completion of this project.

    This fundraising event is for a good cause and will hopefully be supported by the entire

membership of the VAS.  I would encourage as many VAS members and their associates as possible to participate in these hikes throughout this Spring, Summer, and Fall season.  However, if you are not able to participate in the hike, please consider sponsoring this fundraising event by contributing your hard earned dollars to the program and/or contacting proposed sponsors.

    For those participants who participate in the hikes:

    Keep a log book of your hike for documentation purposes; record lat/long if possible

 and record the AT milepost number at beginning & ending of each hike, record mileage, take photos, carry your chapter compass, be careful, have fun.
     All participants will receive a special VAS “Appalachian Trail Crossing 2005” T-Shirt 

for their efforts.  A special engraved compass will be presented to the VAS winner of the longest mileage award in this event. Individual VAS members and associates may hike not only their chapter portions but are encouraged to hike other portions of the trail for the longest mileage award.  However, only their hike on their respective chapter leg will count towards the chapter assigned portion.

     We will keep a running commentary, etc. on the VAS website and in the Old Dominion Surveyor throughout the year. The event will culminate at the 2006 VAS 58th convention in Richmond, January 19-21. 

Thank you for your consideration and your support,

David L. Holland

Chairman – VAS Appalachian Trail Crossing Committee
