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Ben Stagg is a lifelong resident of Isle of Wight County, growing up on farm in the center of the county.  As a 
youngster he worked with his father raising pigs and cattle and assisting his father in his specialty, growing Congo 
watermelons, which became well known in the area.  Mr. Stagg (LS #1983), received a BS in Political Science from 
VCU in 1978.  Ben began his surveying career after accepting a summer job at the age of seventeen working for a 
land surveying firm on the outer banks of North Carolina.  He then spent every summer during his college years 
surveying on the outer banks.  After graduation from college, he accepted a position in 1979 working for the Virginia 
Department of Transportation on a field highway survey team at the Norfolk Residency office.  In 1983, Ben took a 
position as survey aide working at the Virginia Marine Resources Commission, in Newport News, surveying oyster 
ground leases for the agency.  After being promoted to southern area surveyor and working in that position for a 
number of years, he moved into the Habitat Management Division and conducted environmental permitting work for 
several years.  He then moved back to the Engineering/Surveying Department, and as Director  of Shellfish 
Aquaculture Leasing and Mapping, oversees the oyster ground leasing program and manages field survey crews for 
the agency.  During his time with the Marine Resources Commission, Ben received his surveying license in 1993. 
Soon thereafter he created his own land surveying company, Stagg Surveying Services, PC, conducting boundary, 
lot, physical, and flood certificate surveys. 

During his time at VMRC, Ben has been involved in, and testified at, a number of riparian issue cases related to both 
surveying and environmental permitting, some of which resulted in final decisions by the Virginia Supreme Court.  
Ben enjoys playing tennis and golf and traveling throughout the United States for both work and pleasure.  Ben is 
currently the Vice President of the Tidewater Chapter of VAS and is a member of the Surveyors Historical Society 
and enjoys attending their annual Surveyors Rendevous’ events.  Ben having lost his wife to heart disease in 1991 
raised, and is proud of, his three successful daughters, two of whom live in the Williamsburg area and one who lives 
in Denver.  He is also the proud grandfather of six grandchildren.  Ben currently maintains his grandparents civil war 
era home in Isle of Wight County and shares his time residing there and at his current partner, Donna Tedone’s home 
in Chesapeake, VA. 


